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The Huo Family Foundation is a 
grant giving foundation based in 
London. Its mission is to support 
education, communities and the 

pursuit of knowledge.
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The Foundation’s mission is to support 
education, communities, and the pursuit of 
knowledge. Its current areas of focus are 
education; the arts; and science.

Through its grants, the Foundation hopes 
to improve the prospects of individuals 
and to support the work of organisations 
seeking to build a safe and successful 
future for society. 

Since its inception in 2009, 
The Huo Family Foundation 
has given over $100 million to 
support projects primarily in 
the UK, US, and China.

Our mission and impact
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The launch of our new science programme with annual funding calls has 
been a particular highlight. In the inaugural round, we committed $18 
million to fund 20 new research grants in the UK and the US, focused on 
understanding the effects of digital technology on the brain, mind and 
behaviour of children and young people. Digital technology is profoundly 
shaping childhood and young adulthood, yet there remains limited causal 
evidence on its impacts. Through this programme, we are proud to support 
�H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���Y�L�W�D�O���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����Z�L�W�K��
a particular emphasis on championing early career scientists whose 
�L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���L�G�H�D�V���Z�L�O�O���K�H�O�S���V�K�D�S�H���W�K�H�����H�O�G���I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V���W�R���F�R�P�H��

Alongside our science programme, we remained committed to cultural 
institutions and educational organisations that continue to enrich societies 
around the world. From leading performing arts organisations, museums, 
and galleries, to universities and educational charities expanding access  
to high-quality education, our partners exemplify excellence, integrity,  
and impact.

At a time of global uncertainty, accelerating technological change, and 
growing social complexity, we believe philanthropy matters more than 
ever. The organisations we support are not only responding to today’s 
challenges, but also helping to shape a more informed, creative, and 
resilient future.

We are deeply grateful to our partners for their dedication and vision, and 
we look forward to continuing this journey together in the years ahead.

In 2025, the Huo Family Foundation reached 
an important milestone. Since its creation, we 
have committed over $100 million to supporting 
institutions dedicated to advancing knowledge, 
creativity, and opportunity across education, 
science, and the arts.

Yan Huo

Founder of the Huo Family Foundation

A letter from the founder

Impact Report 2025         4      

F
rancesca H

ayw
ard and W

illiam
 B

racew
ell in A

lice’s A
dventures in W

onderland,
 T

he R
oyal B

allet ©
2024 A

lice P
ennefather

Impact Report 2025         4      Impact Report 2025         4      



Impact Report 2025         6      5        Huo Family Foundation 

2025 Beneficiaries

The Foundation’s work in 2025 was 
de�ned by signi�cant growth in its 
science research portfolio, alongside 
continued support for education and the 
arts programmes.

This year saw the launch of the Foundation’s Science 
Programme, with $18 million awarded to 20 research 
teams across the UK and the US. These 2025 awards 
build on earlier pilot funding and establish a network of 
researchers working across neuroscience, psychology, 
psychiatry, data science, and related disciplines. 
Together, these projects represent a coordinated effort 
to generate high-quality evidence capable of informing 
education, public health, and policy discussions.

Beyond science, HFF continued to invest in organisations 
widening educational opportunities and strengthening 
institutional collaborations.  

Support for teacher recruitment, international academic 
exchange, and university-based research initiatives 
remained central to this work.

In arts, grants enabled major exhibition and 
performances at leading cultural institutions in the UK 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���8�6�����$�W���D���W�L�P�H���R�I�����Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H��
sector, this support contributed to artistic innovation 
and broadened public access to cultural experiences.

�����������D�O�V�R���P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�H�����U�V�W���\�H�D�U���R�I���W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�è�V���6�P�D�O�O��
Grants Scheme, introducing the next generation of the 
Huo family to philanthropic and community engagement 
through targeted local giving initiatives.

Across all three areas, the Foundation’s partnerships 
�U�H���H�F�W���D���V�K�D�U�H�G���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��
and expanding opportunity. The following pages provide 
further detail on the organisations and individuals 
supported in 2025.
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Science

The 2025 Funding Call

Our inaugural annual funding round represents one of 
the largest coordinated research investments to date 
�I�R�F�X�V�H�G���V�S�H�F�L���F�D�O�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\��
on young people. 

Following a rigorous, international review process and 
two expert funding committee meetings, the Foundation 
has selected outstanding proposals. By prioritising 
interdisciplinary approaches, collaboration and robust 
research, the funded projects will examine how digital 
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D�����J�D�P�L�Q�J�����D�U�W�L���F�L�D�O��
intelligence tools, and online communication platforms, 
affect brain development, cognition, sleep, stress, 
resilience, mental health, and social behaviour. 

They will employ diverse and complementary 
methodologies, such as large-scale longitudinal studies, 
real-time data collection using smartphones and 
wearable devices, experimental and intervention-based 
designs, and participatory approaches developed in 
collaboration with young people themselves. 

The research designs of the projects will capture the 
complexity of digital engagement and its effects across 
various developmental stages and social contexts. 
Collectively, they aim to move beyond correlation by 
identifying causal mechanisms and pathways, generating 
evidence that can support healthier digital environments 
for children and young adults. 

Institutions and Researchers Supported

The 2025 awards totalling $18 million consist of 20 
three- or four-year grants to researchers at universities 
and medical centres across the UK and the US that will 
address how social media, gaming, chatbots, and other 
forms of digital engagement affect the well-being, mental 
health and development of children and young adults. 

Funded institutions include, among others, Boston 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�è�V���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����D�I���O�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���+�D�U�Y�D�U�G���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\������
Columbia University, King’s College London, the 
London School of Economics and Political Science, 
University College London, Imperial College London, 
the Universities of Cambridge, Leeds, and York, and the 
University of California at its Berkeley, Los Angeles, and 
San Diego campuses, as well as Yale University. 

The programme includes multidisciplinary collaborative 
special projects, junior faculty research grants, and Huo 
�H�D�U�O�\���F�D�U�H�H�U�����S�R�V�W���G�R�F�W�R�U�D�O�����I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�V�����U�H���H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
Foundation’s commitment to supporting both established 
leaders and the next generation of researchers. 

By providing sustained, multi-year support, the 
Foundation aims to enable researchers to pursue 
�D�P�E�L�W�L�R�X�V���O�L�Q�H�V���R�I���L�Q�T�X�L�U�\���W�K�D�W���P�D�\���E�H���G�L�I���F�X�O�W���W�R���I�X�Q�G��
through traditional channels.

The Huo Family Foundation’s science programme was launched in response to growing 
global concern about how digital technologies are shaping the brain development, 
mental health, and social lives of children and young people. 

�7�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���U�H���H�F�W�V���W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�è�V���O�R�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���U�L�J�R�U�R�X�V�����L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W��
research that can deepen understanding of complex societal challenges and inform future policy and practice.

9        Huo Family Foundation 

Inaugural Funding Call

 After launching the inaugural funding round in early 2025, I was delighted by 
the response from the research community in the UK and US. We conducted a 
rigorous review process involving many international experts to identify world-

�F�O�D�V�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���I�R�U���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���+�)�)���7�U�X�V�W�H�H�V�����,���D�P���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�L�V�����U�V�W���F�R�K�R�U�W���R�I��
grantees and look forward to seeing the research outcomes in the years ahead.

Paul Elliott , Imperial College London, acting as an Academic Lead and Advisor to HFF and 
overseeing the programme in an independent capacity via Imperial Consultants
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2025 Awardees

Adam Hampshire 
King’s College London

Offsetting the Naturalistic 
Start of Engagement with 
Technology via Mobile Devices to 
Determine the Causal Impact on 
Development ONSET Mobile 

Niklas Ihssen
Durham University

‘Chasing Likes – Developing 
a Psychobiological Model of 
Adolescents’ Social Media Use and 
Overuse Based on Social Reward’

Katarzyna Kostyrka-
Allchorne
Queen Mary University of 
London

Online risks and resilience in  
children’s daily lives (ORChiD) 

Lisa Henderson
University of York

Waking up to the effects of 
smartphones: The SmartSleep project 

Spencer Evans 
University of Miami

Patterns in Children’s Daily Digital 
Media Use: Associations with 
Emotional, Physiological, and 
Behavioural Outcomes 

Sonia Livingstone 
London School of 
Economics and Political 
Science

DigiPulse: Real-time Ecological 
Momentary Assessment of 
children’s smartphone engagement 
and mental health

Munmun De 
Choudhury
Georgia Tech Research 
Corporation

Beyond Screen Time: Investigating 
�W�K�H���,�Q���X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���6�R�F�L�D�O���0�H�G�L�D��
Content and Algorithms on 
Adolescent Mood

Samuel Pimentel 
University of  California, Berkeley

Dissecting the Impact of Social Media 
Use on Adolescent Mental Health Using 
Causal Inference

Amy Orben
University of Cambridge

Investigating the Causal Impacts of 
Social Media Designs on Adolescent 
Mood and Self-Control Using Co-
Designed Micro-Randomised Trials

Special Projects 

Faisal Mushtaq
University of Leeds

MyPhone/MyBrain: Linking 
Digital Engagement & Neural 
Activity in Young People 
through Citizen-Science 

This is a city-scale “citizen-science” 
programme examining how patterns of 
digital engagement relate to adolescent brain 

development, behaviour and mental health. it combines 
two school-based workshops in the UK city of Bradford: 
“MyPhone”, where young people can securely donate 
their usage and content data to provide insights into 
how they use social media. This is paired with “MyBrain”, 
where students collect EEG brain recordings during rest 
and while performing cognitively demanding tests.

Linking to routinely collected health and education 
records through the Connected Bradford platform 
allows us to examine how digital behaviour relates to 
outcomes including academic attainment, mental health, 
and health service use.

We will employ a type of “accelerated longitudinal 
design”, recruiting adolescents from different school 
years for three years and following a subset as they 
move through school. 

This approach allows us to model developmental 
trajectories of brain function and behaviour and 
examine how patterns of digital engagement relate 
to variation in these trajectories. Computational 
modelling will explore potential mechanisms 
underlying any changes. 

The project brings together a multidisciplinary team 
including experts in large-scale school studies (Zarina 
Mirza, Born in Bradford), developmental and social 
neuroscience (Amy Bland and Emmanuele Tidoni), 
machine learning (Mahnaz Arvaneh), digital data 
donation (David Zendle), and education policy (Mark 
Mon-Williams).

Debate about the effects of smartphones and 
social media on young people has become highly 
polarised. The effects likely depend on patterns 
of use, individual differences and social context. 
Understanding these relationships requires large 
and diverse samples and evidence about real world 
outcomes. This project addresses that need directly 
�E�\���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�����U�V�W���O�D�U�J�H���V�F�D�O�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
linking real world smartphone behaviour with direct 
measures of brain function.

We have been developing our protocols with 
children, parents, and teachers for several years. The 
HFF funding gives us a unique opportunity to scale 
up to produce robust evidence about how digital 
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���L�Q���X�H�Q�F�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��



Impact Report 2025         14      13        Huo Family Foundation 

Amanda Haskins 
University of California,  
San Diego 

Curating curiosity: Investigating the 
�L�Q���X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�,���R�Q��
learning 

Daniel Perez Zapata 
University of Birmingham

Digital Minds in Development: 
A Longitudinal Investigation of 
Adolescent Social Media Use, 
Cognition, and Social Competence

Alicia Rybicki 
University of Birmingham

Exploring the Relationship 
Between Digital Use and Social 
Motivation in Young Adults 

Paul Bloom 
Columbia University

Detecting Social Media Markers  
of Adolescent Suicide Risk 

Nick Ballou 
Imperial College London

Unlocking Child Gaming and 
Mental Health with Theory, Digital 
Trace Data, and Causal Inference 

Huo Early Career Fellowships

Nearly all members of Gen Z own a 
smartphone, and many report being ‘almost 
constantly’ online. But we still know little 

about why this may be. Young people, especially when 
coping with stressful events during adolescence, may 
turn to smartphone use for seeking online support 
or distraction. This HFF-funded project explores 
this overlooked topic of ‘digital coping’ and aims to 
�G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K���E�H�Q�H���F�L�D�O���Y�V�����G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
smartphones use. We will pursue this goal through 
a multimodal intensive longitudinal study with 150 
at-risk adolescents. The study will feature 14-day, 
continuous, real-time assessment of adolescents’ 
smartphone use and their corresponding ‘digital 
coping’ motivations recorded on a secure (HIPAA-
compliant) app as they go about their everyday lives. 

�7�R���K�H�O�S���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K���E�H�Q�H���F�L�D�O���I�U�R�P���G�H�W�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
motivations, we will simultaneously measure 
physiological stress levels (e.g., heart rate variability 
via smartwatch) and mental health outcomes (e.g., 
depression, suicidality). Mental health outcomes will 
be measured again 3- and 6-months later. 

This research will be led by Yale Child Study 
Center postdoctoral fellow, Dr. Nicola Hohensee, 
and facilitated by: mentor Dr. Christine Cha, teen 
mental health and youth suicide expert; Dr. Linda 
Mayes, sponsor and chair of the Yale Child Study 
Center; collaborators Dr. Jutta Joormann (emotion 
regulation and psychopathology) and Dr. Nicholas 
Jacobson (passive sensing); and an invaluable team of 
postgraduate associates and research interns. 

“The Huo Early-Career Fellowship has been pivotal 
for my career trajectory in two ways. First, it 
introduces a new and timely (i.e., digital) domain 
toward which I can apply my expertise in emotion 
regulation and psychopathology. Second, this 
fellowship supports critical training that prepares 
me to lead future multimodal projects using more 
objective, unobtrusive measurement methods. 
�8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������Q�G�L�Q�J�V���Z�L�O�O���K�H�O�S���L�Q�I�R�U�P���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�I��
effective digital hygiene programs and policies for the 
next generation.”

Nicola Hohensee 
Yale University

Project SmartCope: An intensive 
longitudinal study of digital 
coping, physiological stress, and 
mental health in youth 

Alexander Lloyd  
University College London

Harnessing the Explore/Exploit 
Trade-Off to Understand Mental 
Health Problems Associated with 
Social Media Use in Youth

Veronica Tozzo 
University of California,  
Los Angeles

Device Usage Signatures 
and Their Impact on Mental 
Health in Young Adults

Shirley Wang 
Yale University

Digital phenotyping and 
computational modelling to  
map the dynamics of digital/ 
social media and mental health  
in young people

Zhiying Yue 
Boston Children’s Hospital

Digital Play as Social Repair or 
Retreat: Longitudinal Insights into 
Gaming, Loneliness, and Parenting

Junior Faculty Research Grants

This project aims to understand how 
�V�P�D�U�W�S�K�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���V�P�D�U�W�Z�D�W�F�K�H�V�����W���L�Q�W�R��
the daily lives of 18–24-year-olds and how 

patterns of use relate to mental health and well-being. 
We are fortunate to have access to an unprecedented 
dataset generated from 1,800 consenting young 
adults over a 12-month period. Researchers captured 
near continuous data streams of measures like sleep, 
activity, and heart rate, while conducting concurrent 
assessments for depression and anxiety symptoms. 

 We will develop deep learning approaches to detect 
real-world, context-sensitive patterns of device use, 
alongside statistical network inference frameworks to 
model how symptoms evolve and interact with digital 
behaviours, with the goal to understand how distinct 
patterns of device usage relate to depression and 
anxiety symptoms. 

I am excited about the work we are doing — with 
these methods we offer the promise of taking 
analyses of our everyday activity and converting 
these into meaningful, actionable insights to use in 
the real world.  

HFF funding enables me to build a team to carry 
out this work. We are hiring two postdoctoral 
researchers with expertise in machine learning and 
statistical modeling, and we have recruited three 
undergraduates to support data analysis  
and interpretation, leveraging their own lived 
experience. Their perspectives, together with  
an existing Student Advisory Council, will  
ensure that our inquiry remains grounded in 
young people’s daily realities. Our work is housed 
within the UCLA Depression Grand Challenge, 
a campus research priority that brings together 
interdisciplinary and multisector collaborators with 
unique expertise and infrastructure to support these 
types of large-scale analyses. 

I am honoured to have been selected as one of four 
HFF junior faculty research grant recipients. This 
funding catalyzes my work at a formative stage of 
my faculty career, enabling me to expand my lab and 
recruit and mentor early-career researchers. I look 
�I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���L�Q���K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H��
with the development of novel machine learning and 
statistical methods.
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Building the community
The projects funded in 2025 through the science 
programme form a coherent and far-reaching effort 
�W�R���G�H�H�S�H�Q���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���K�R�Z���G�L�J�L�W�D�O��
technologies shape the development of young people’s 
brain, mind and behaviour. 

In early 2026 we launched our second annual funding 
call on this topic with an emphasis on early career 
scientists, recognising their role in shaping the future 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�����H�O�G�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���D�J�H��
range for research studies to include toddlers and 
young children, so that the potential impact of digital 
technology on early development as well as on parenting 
practices and the parent-child relationship are included.

The hope is that this body of research will generate 
evidence that could inform education, public health, 
and policy discussions, while also contributing to public 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H���W�V���D�Q�G���U�L�V�N�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
digital engagement.

As the programme develops, the Foundation will 
continue to foster the research community, support 
knowledge-sharing among researchers and explore 
opportunities to disseminate and translate research 
���Q�G�L�Q�J�V���L�Q�W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V���I�R�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�V�����I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V����
policymakers, and young people themselves. Education
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Teach First
In 2025–26, the Huo Family Foundation continued its 
long-standing partnership with Teach First, supporting 
efforts to increase the supply of high-quality STEM 
teachers and strengthen school leadership in some of 
England’s most disadvantaged communities.

The 2025 cohort joined Teach First through the 
Summer and Autumn Institutes, with 1,434 trainees 
in place, including 39% teaching STEM subjects 
(mathematics, science, computing and design 
technology). By January 2026, the 2026 cohort 
comprised 977 trainees, with over 30% holding offers 
in STEM subjects, including mathematics, science, 
computing, and design technology. Recruitment 
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H���Q�H�G���W�R���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�V�H���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V��
and regions with the greatest need. 

Alongside recruitment, Teach First continued to invest 
in leadership development. Its Leading Together 
whole-school programme supported schools rated 
Requires Improvement by Ofsted, delivering coaching 
and evidence-informed practice. 

Schools participating in the programme 
demonstrated significant improvements in leadership 
culture and inspection outcomes, including 
movement to Good and Outstanding ratings. Teach 
First also expanded its leadership pipeline through 
Headship Next, a new programme supporting 
senior leaders aspiring to headship, with a focus on 
increasing diversity and strengthening leadership 
capacity in disadvantaged schools.

Through its combined focus, Teach First continues 
to address systemic challenges in teacher supply and 
school improvement, ensuring that pupils in the most 
disadvantaged communities benefit from strong 
teaching and leadership.
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Teach For China
Teach For China recruits outstanding university 
graduates to teach for two years in schools located in 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�H�U�Y�H�G���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���R�I���&�K�L�Q�D�����)�H�O�O�R�Z�V���J�D�L�Q�����U�V�W���K�D�Q�G��
teaching experience while supporting students in rural 
communities and helping to strengthen educational 
environments by establishing extra-curricular activities. 

During the 2024–2025 academic year, 567 fellows 
served in 183 rural schools across provinces including 
Yunnan, Guangdong, Guangxi, Gansu, and Fujian. 
Fellows delivered 324 after-school projects covering 
areas such as STEM, arts education, and physical and 
mental wellbeing, and offering students opportunities 
to develop personal and professional skills.

Since its founding in 2008, Teach For China has served 
534 rural schools and conducted over 4.16 million 
sessions. Feedback from partner schools highlights 
the programme’s impact: 92% of partner schools 
acknowledged that the presence of teaching fellows 
enhanced students’ interest and motivation in learning.

T
F

C
 Fellow

 of 2025 C
ohort introducing new

 creative m
aterials to her art class students

Teach For All
In 2025, the Huo Family Foundation continued 
its partnership with Teach For All, supporting its 
global network of organisations working to expand 
educational opportunity and develop leadership in 
underserved communities.

Teach For All’s network comprised 63 partner 
organisations, collectively supporting nearly 15,000 
teachers and leaders and reaching approximately 
1.6 million marginalised students worldwide. The 
organisation’s alumni network grew to more than 
114,000 members, with over 75% continuing to work 
or study to advance educational equity. 

Alongside network growth, Teach For All strengthened 
support for partner organisations through leadership 
development, regional collaboration, and targeted 
assistance in crisis contexts. In 2025, it distributed $1.13 
million in emergency funding to partners affected by 
�F�R�Q���L�F�W�����Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G�����Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����D�Q�G��
continued to lead work on Education in Emergencies. 

Teach For All also launched the Global Institute for 
Shaping a Better Future, a new platform to share insights 
on collective leadership and student development. 

Education
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Columbia University
The Huo Family Foundation’s endowment to 
Columbia World Projects (CWP), established in 
2014 and refocused in 2021, supports initiatives 
that address global challenges and advance human 
welfare, with a particular emphasis on public health. 
In recent years, the fund has supported projects on 
digital mental health care for high-risk populations 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and a study of 
mental health needs among displaced scholars at 
Columbia University, completed in 2025, which 
generated insights to inform institutional support 
and service provision.

The next project funded by the Huo Family 
Foundation supports Clean Air Monitoring 
Interventions for Empowering Communities in 
Severely Under-Monitored Areas of Queens, New 
York. Led by Professor Daniel Westervelt, the two-
year project combines machine learning, satellite 
data, and community-installed air sensors to map air 
pollution at a neighbourhood level. By making this 
data publicly accessible through a digital platform 
and engaging directly with underserved communities, 
the project aims to strengthen local capacity to 
understand and address environmental health risks.
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Endowments

Fudan University

LSE–Fudan Research Centre  
for Global Public Policy
In 2025, the Foundation began supporting the LSE–
Fudan Research Centre for Global Public Policy, a  
joint initiative of Fudan University and the London 
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) that 
brings together leading expertise in public policy 
research and training. The programme supports the 
operation of the Centre’s hub at LSE and enables 
structured academic exchange between the two 
institutions, including funded research positions 
and postdoctoral visits between Shanghai and 
London. Through this partnership, the Foundation is 
strengthening long-term collaboration between two 
leading universities and supporting the development 
of global public policy scholarship.

In 2025, applications for the Hub’s two postdoctoral 
positions rose from 92 in 2024 to 276, highlighting the 
programme’s expanding visibility within the community.
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Su Rukeng Excellence in Teaching Award

Established in 2022 in honour of Professor Su  
Rukeng, a respected and devoted physics professor, 
this award recognizes faculty members who have 
shown exceptional dedication to undergraduate and 
graduate students.

Nine teachers from the Department of Physics and 
Institute of Modern Physics received awards in 2025.

International Visiting Award  
for Doctoral Candidates

The Huo Family Foundation continued to support 
outstanding PhD candidates from Fudan University 
undertaking short-term international research visits 
in the humanities and social sciences. In 2025, 11 
doctoral students were selected to spend between 
six and twelve months at leading institutions in the 
US, the UK, Germany and Norway, including The 
University of Chicago and The University of Warwick, 
strengthening international academic exchange and 
research collaboration.

Multi-Year Grants
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University of  Cambridge

In honour of Yan Huo and Yu Qiao’s grandfather who studied at the Cavendish Laboratory in the 
1930s, the P.C. Ho PhD Studentships were established in 2018 to support outstanding doctoral 
researchers in Physics at the Cavendish Laboratory. 

�'�X�U�L�Q�J�����������������Y�H���3���&�����+�R���3�K�'���6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���P�D�G�H���V�L�J�Q�L���F�D�Q�W��
progress in their doctoral research, contributing to 
international collaborations, high-impact publications, 
�D�Q�G���P�D�M�R�U���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�����7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���3���&�����+�R���3�K�'��
�6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���U�H���H�F�W���W�K�H���E�U�H�D�G�W�K���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���S�K�\�V�L�F�V��
research at Cambridge, and the enduring impact of 
sustained philanthropic support on doctoral training 
�D�Q�G���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\����

Toby Mitchell ���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���W�K�H�����Q�D�O���\�H�D�U���R�I���K�L�V���3�K�'����
focusing on nanoscale quantum sensing using nitrogen-
vacancy centres in diamond. During the year, he 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���Q�H�Z���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V���I�R�U���L�P�D�J�L�Q�J���P�D�J�Q�H�W�L�F�����H�O�G��
gradients with nanometre-scale resolution, advancing 
methods relevant to both condensed matter physics 
and biological sensing. He completed key components 
of his dissertation and prepared for submission.

Amber Visser began her PhD in condensed matter 
physics in autumn 2025. Her research focuses 
on quantum criticality and phase behaviour in 
ferroelectric materials at ultra-low temperatures. 
�'�X�U�L�Q�J���K�H�U�����U�V�W���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����V�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
with experimental groups, began theoretical 
modelling work, and took on teaching and supervision 
responsibilities alongside her research training.

Dávid Puskás advanced his research on the early 
growth of galaxies using data from the James Webb 
Space Telescope (JWST). In 2025, he published an 
award-winning paper in Monthly Notices of the  
Royal Astronomical Society on galaxy mergers in the 
early Universe and submitted a second study  
examining enhanced star formation during close  
galaxy interactions. He also led a successful  
observing proposal as Co-Principal Investigator for 
future JWST observations.

William Brilliant continued his second year of 
doctoral research as part of the Terra Hunting 
Experiment, a long-term international effort to detect 
Earth-like exoplanets. In 2025, he developed a new 
computational framework to infer stellar parameters 
across a large sample of target stars and contributed 
to the proposal for a next-generation, low-cost radial 
velocity spectrograph. He also participated directly 
in the preparation and deployment of the HARPS3 
instrument in La Palma.

The key result from my 
research over 2025 was 
a direct black hole mass 
measurement in the early 
Universe. The measurement 
was direct in the sense that 

�W�K�H���P�D�V�V���Z�D�V���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Y�H�O�R�F�L�W�\�����H�O�G���R�I��
gas surrounding the black hole which directly traces its 
gravitational pull and hence - mass. Beforehand, such 
measurements were only carried out for nearby galaxies, 
while the black hole I measured is so far away that the 
Universe was less than 1 billion years old when its light 
�Z�D�V�����U�V�W���H�P�L�W�W�H�G����

Moreover, this black hole constitutes most of the mass 
of its host - in stark contrast to the local black holes. This 
implies that some early black holes were born heavy and 
may even be primordial.

Astronomy tends to inspire people to ‘look up’ from their 
daily troubles and appreciate the wonders of the natural 
world. I hope that my work will inspire someone to do 
just that.

�7�K�H���+�)�)���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�H�����Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���Q�H�H�G�H�G��
for me to focus on my research and thus enabled me to 
obtain these results. 

�,�J�Q�D�V���-�X�R�G�Ù�E�D�O�L�V��completed major milestones in his 
research on supermassive black holes in the early 
Universe. He successfully measured the mass of a black 
hole in a redshift 7 active galactic nucleus, the most 
distant such measurement to date, and prepared a 
paper currently under review at Nature. 

He also secured a successful observing proposal 
for ultraviolet spectroscopy with a 10-metre-class 
telescope, with data expected in 2026.
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The Huo Graduate Fellowship Fund, established in 2010, supports Princeton graduate students undertaking 
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���8�6�����Z�L�W�K���D���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���&�K�L�Q�D�����7�K�H���)�X�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G�������H�O�G���E�D�V�H�G��
scholarship across the humanities and social sciences. In the 2024–25 academic year, two doctoral candidates 
were supported. 

Yanping Ni, a current Ph.D. student in the Department 
�R�I���$�Q�W�K�U�R�S�R�O�R�J�\�����F�D�U�U�L�H�G���R�X�W���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G�����H�O�G�Z�R�U�N��
in Jiangsu Province, examining contemporary 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�����E�U�H���D�Q�G���W�H�[�W�L�O�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�P�R�Q�J��
young entrepreneurs. She received her B.A. in 
journalism from Sichuan University in 2017, a master’s 
�G�H�J�U�H�H���L�Q�����O�P���D�Q�G���W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
of Warwick in 2018, and a master’s degree in East 
Asian Studies from Duke University in 2021.

Charles Argon, who expects to complete his Ph.D. in 
History in 2026, conducted his dissertation research 
in China on the Qing dynasty’s baojia administrative 
system, drawing on archival materials across multiple 
provinces as a visiting student at Tsinghua University 
in Beijing, including the National Library of China. 
Charles received his B.A. in East Asian Studies from 
Princeton in 2017 and a master’s in Chinese history 
from Tsinghua University in 2021.

Established in 2015, the Computational and 
Theoretical Neuroscience Fund continues to 
strengthen research capacity at Princeton’s 
Neuroscience Institute (PNI) by supporting advanced 
computational infrastructure, graduate students, 
postdoctoral fellows, and faculty research.

During the 2024–25 academic year, the Fund played 
a central role in upgrading PNI’s core infrastructure, 
including a major replacement of its power systems 
and the expansion of GPU computing capacity to 
meet growing demand for machine-learning-driven 
neuroscience research. These investments ensure 
the stability, security, and scalability of data-intensive 
projects across the Institute.

�7�K�H���)�X�Q�G���D�O�V�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���V�L�J�Q�L���F�D�Q�W��
research outputs, including work co-led by Professor 
H. Sebastian Seung that resulted in the most detailed 
mapping to date of neural circuits in a mouse brain. 
Published in Nature in April 2025, this research 
represents a major milestone in connectomics 
(connections between neurons) and is expected 
to accelerate understanding of brain function and 
neurological disease. 

Through its support for the Center for Information 
Technology Policy, the Huo Family Foundation continues 
to advance research and engagement at the intersection 
of technology, society, and public policy. CITP brings 
together scholars, students, and policymakers to address 
the social implications of emerging technologies.

During the 2024-25 academic year, CITP welcomed 
three emerging scholars: Sam Hafferty, Sophie Luskin, 
�D�Q�G���1�L�W�\�D���1�D�G�J�L�U�����,�W���D�O�V�R���F�R�Q���U�P�H�G���L�W�V�����I�W�K���F�R�K�R�U�W���R�I��
the Emerging Scholars programme for 2025-26: Felix 
Chen. The programme provided mentoring, research and 
coursework, and work experience on issues including 
AI governance, data privacy, surveillance, and digital 
literacy. Alumni of the programme have gone on to  
roles in policy institutions and public-interest  
technology organisations. 

CITP also expanded its Technology Policy Clinic and 
delivered targeted training for policymakers, including the 
AI Policy Precepts programme convened in Washington, 
DC. These initiatives translate academic research into 
practical frameworks that inform technology regulation 
and public debate in the US and beyond.

Computational and Theoretical 
Neuroscience Fund

Center for Information 
Technology Policy (CITP)

Graduate Fellowship Fund

Princeton University 

H. Sebastian Seung, Princeton University’s Evnin Professor in 
Neuroscience and a professor of computer science

The CITP Tech Policy Clinic 2025 Siegel Public Interest Technology Summer 
Fellowship cohort convenes at the end of their summer internships for a 
symposium at Princeton University

�3�K�R�W�R�����3�U�L�Q�F�H�W�R�Q���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����2�I���F�H���R�I���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V
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The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art

Multi-Year Grant

The Foundation continued its commitment to support 
the design and construction of The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art’s new wing for modern and 
contemporary art. With construction scheduled to 
start in the summer of 2026, the Oscar L. Tang and 
H.M. Agnes Hsu-Tang Wing is designed by Frida 
Escobedo and set to open to the public in 2030. With 
more than 70,000 square feet for the display of art, 
the new wing will offer expanded gallery spaces for 
the Museum’s comprehensive holdings of modern and 
contemporary art.

�7�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�Z�����Y�H���V�W�R�U�\��
wing will stay in line with Escobedo’s sustainable 
design practices, sourcing American-based and 
local material, manufacturers and fabricators. The 
new building will also include thoughtfully designed 
outdoor spaces and areas for expanded educational 
and community programming. 

Situated in Central Park, a masterpiece in itself, 
the Tang Wing will draw on its surrounding 
context, while also breathing new life into The 

Met’s 20th and 21st-century collections. By weaving 
these connections with other areas in the Museum, we can 
acknowledge and celebrate the common threads that span 
different times, geographies, and ideologies. We eagerly 
anticipate continued collaboration with the Met's team as 
the design takes shape, providing a home for culture that 
belongs to all.

- Frida Escobedo

P
re

lim
in

ar
y 

in
te

rio
r 

re
nd

er
in

g 
of

 T
he

 M
et

ro
po

lit
an

 M
us

eu
m

 o
f A

rt
’s

 T
an

g 
W

in
g.

 V
is

ua
liz

at
io

n 
by

 
©

F
ili

pp
o 

B
ol

og
ne

se
 Im

ag
es

, c
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 F
rid

a 
E

sc
ob

ed
o 

S
tu

di
o

In 2025, the Foundation also supported The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art with a grant towards the 
upcoming show Krasner and Pollock: Past Continuous. 
The twinned exhibition, opening in October 2026, 
will focus on the careers of these two groundbreaking 
Abstract Expressionists, overviewing their distinct 
yet intertwined practices and the impact on each 
other’s works, will offer fresh scholarship on two 
�R�I���W�K�H���W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�è�V���P�R�V�W���L�Q���X�H�Q�W�L�D�O�����J�X�U�H�V����
�7�K�H���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�K�H�����U�V�W���R�I���L�W�V���N�L�Q�G���L�Q���1�H�Z��
York in over a decade and is expected to engage 
approximately 300,000 museumgoers. 

Lee K
rasner (A

m
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agle (Detail), 1955. O
il, paper, and 

canvas collage on linen, 77 ×
 51 1/2 in. (195.6 ×

 130.8 cm
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Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum

In 2025, the Foundation started a new partnership 
with the Guggenheim, New York, as it continues to 
promote curatorial excellence and foster cultural 
exchange across the Atlantic, supporting the exhibition 
Gabriele Münter: Contours of a World. The show, on 
display from November 2025 to April 2026, was the 
�*�H�U�P�D�Q���(�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���D�U�W�L�V�W�è�V�����U�V�W���U�H�W�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
�8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q���������\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H�����I�W�\���D�U�W�Z�R�U�N�V���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H��
the nineteen photographs revealed her artistic 
career across Tunisia, Europe, and the United States, 
highlighting her key role in the evolution of modernism 
and formation of the Blue Rider group.

The exhibition was critically acclaimed, being selected 
as The New York Times’ Critic’s Pick and featured in The 
New Yorker, Artnet News, and ARTnews.
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Van Gogh Museum

�7�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�è�V�����U�V�W���J�U�D�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���9�D�Q���*�R�J�K�� 
Museum, Amsterdam, supported the 2025 exhibition 
Van Gogh and the Roulins: Together at Last. Gathering 
15 portraits of the Roulins family, the landmark 
exhibition showcased the Dutch artist’s relationship 
with the Roulins family during his stay in Arles from 
1888 to 1889. The exhibition was on display at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, before making its way 
to the Netherlands. 

The exhibition welcomed 250,329 visitors throughout 
its run and exceeded key audience targets. Half of 
�W�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V���Z�H�U�H�����U�V�W���W�L�P�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���W�R���W�K�H��
museum, demonstrating the exhibition’s success in 
reaching new audience.

The exhibition was well received both nationally and 
internationally with features in the Financial Times, 
The Art Newspaper, and The New York Times and four 
stars from The Times which described it as ‘dazzling’. 
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Ashmolean Museum Kettle’s Yard

The Foundation continued its partnership with the 
Ashmolean Museum, part of the University of Oxford, 
supporting two of their exhibitions:

Anselm Kiefer: Early Works, on display from February 
to June 2025, was organised in collaboration with 
�W�K�H���+�D�O�O���$�U�W���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���W�K�H�����U�V�W���V�X�U�Y�H�\���R�I��
Kiefer’s early works from 1969–1982. Gathering  
45 early works, the show attracted over 22,000 
�Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�����D�O�P�R�V�W�����������R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H�����U�V�W���W�L�P�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V��
to the museum.

The show was well received by the critics, with 4 stars 
from The Guardian (“it’s never felt so relevant”) and The 
Telegraph (“one of the most fascinating artists alive”).  

From Aphrodite to Venus: The Making of a Goddess, on 
display from October 2026 to spring 2027, will be a 
major exhibition tracing Aphrodite’s life journey and 
will bring together over 70 national and international 
loans, including works from the British Museum, the 
Louvre and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

�,�Q���������������W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���L�W�V�����U�V�W���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q��
at the University of Cambridge’s Kettle’s Yard, Miró’s 
Circus, due to open in November 2027. With works 
drawn from the Fundación Joan Miró, based in 
Barcelona, the show will reunite over 20 paintings 
and drawings from the 1927 Circus���V�H�U�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�����U�V�W��
time since they left his studio. They will be exhibited 
alongside circus-inspired works from 1925-26 and set 
and costume designs for the Ballet Russes’ Romeo and 
Juliet. Curated by Matthew Gale and Inga Fraser, the 
exhibition will be a highlight of Kettle’s Yard’s 70th 
anniversary celebration.

© Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford © House extension, upstairs, Kettle’s Yard, University of Cambridge,  
photo: Jasper Fry

National Gallery

The Foundation continued its relationship with 
the National Gallery in 2025. Marking its long-
�W�H�U�P���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�����L�W���P�D�G�H���L�W�V�����U�V�W���J�U�D�Q�W���D�V���D���P�D�L�Q��
philanthropic supporter of an exhibition in the 
gallery’s newly renovated Sainsbury Wing. German 
Expressionism: Modern Painting 1900-1918, set to open 
�L�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�K�H�����U�V�W���O�D�U�J�H���V�F�D�O�H���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q��
in the UK for over 50 years to focus on the Die Brucke 
and Der Blaue Reiter groups within the German 
Expressionist movement. 

The exhibition, led by Daniel F. Herrmann, The  
Ardalan Curator of Modern and Contemporary 
Projects at the National Gallery, and Sean Rainbird, 
Art Historian and former Director of the National 
Gallery of Ireland, will offer an overview on the 
formation of the two movements since the 1960s, 
covering themes of childhood innocence, the urban 
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����Q�R�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���L�Q���X�H�Q�F�H�V����
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���W�K�H�����U�V�W���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�D�U�����6�H�W���W�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O��
to the National Gallery of Ireland after its display 
at the National Gallery, the exhibition will present 
new research on the art movement and give the 
local and international public broader access to rare 
international loans in London. 

German Expressionism will be on display in the Gallery’s 
Sainsbury Wing, which reopened to the public in May 
2025 after two years of renovation. The new space, 
inaugurated during the 200th anniversary celebration 
of the gallery, underwent interventions to its external 
�I�D�©�D�G�H�����I�R�\�H�U���D�Q�G�����U�V�W�����R�R�U���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D���P�R�U�H��
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J�����U�V�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V���R�I���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V����
The plans were designed by New York-based Selldorf 
Architects, working with heritage architects Purcell.

In addition to German Expressionism, the Foundation 
also supported Van Eyck: The Portraits. The exhibition 
focusing on Flemish painter of the Northern 
Renaissance will gather nine painted portraits by 
Jan van Eyck from across Europe. On display from 
November 2026 to April 2027, the show marks the 
���U�V�W���W�L�P�H���W�K�H�V�H���Z�R�U�N�V���D�U�H���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G��
represent half of the artist’s surviving works around 
the world. The exhibition will be curated by Emma 
Capron, Curator of Early Netherlandish and German 
Paintings. It will offer visitors the chance to view 
the selection in a focused display, enabling them to 
�F�R�P�S�D�U�H���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�è�V���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H���D�Q�G���U�H�X�Q�L�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�����U�V�W��
time the �$�U�Q�R�O���Q�L���3�R�U�W�U�D�L�W (1434), alongside Portrait of a 
Man with a Red Chaperon (1435-38).
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Royal Academy of Arts

The Foundation’s 2025 grant supported the Royal 
Academy of Arts’ exhibition Painting the French Riviera, 
opening in October 2026. The show will feature over 
160 works by important Impressionists including 
Cézanne, Monet, Braque, Matisse, and Picasso from 
the 1870s to the 1960s. It will trace the rise of modern 
art along the southern coast of France over a span of 
one hundred years. The exhibition, jointly curated by 
Ann Dumas from the Royal Academy, with support 
from Rebecca Bray and Heather Lemonedes Brown 
from the Cleveland Museum of Art, will travel to the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, Ohio, after its presentation 
at the Royal Academy.

National Portrait Gallery Hayward Gallery 

The Foundation supported Lucian Freud: Drawing into 
Painting, which opened in February 2026, following 
a display at the Louisiana Museum of Modern Art 
in Denmark. The exhibition was the UK’s most 
comprehensive museum exhibition to focus on the 
artist’s works on paper, some of which were on view 
�I�R�U���W�K�H�����U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����7�K�H���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G��
around 120 drawings, etchings, preparatory studies, 
and previously unseen correspondence by the 
renowned realist artist of the twentieth century. 

Curated by Sarah Howgate, Senior Curator of 
Contemporary Collections, and the artist David 
Dawson, Freud’s former assistant, the show was 
described as “surprising and spellbinding” by The Times.  

In 2025, the Foundation started a new partnership with 
the Southbank Centre’s Hayward Gallery, committing 
support to three exhibitions:

Yoshitomo Nara, which ran from June to August 
2025, was the largest European retrospective of 
the contemporary Japanese artist. It surpassed 
expectations, with a total of 114,409 visitors and 
�D�W�W�U�D�F�W�H�G���D���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�����������L�G�H�Q�W�L���H�G���D�V��
from Global Ethnic Majority backgrounds.  
The exhibition received a strong critical response - 
highlights included The Standard�������Y�H���V�W�D�U�V��  
“a memorable show” and Time Out �����Y�H���V�W�D�U�V���� 
“a true joy to look at”.

The Foundation also supported two simultaneous 
exhibitions on contemporary Berlin-based Japanese 
artist Chiharu Shiota and Beijing-based sculptor 
and installation artist Yin Xiuzhen which opened 
in February 2026, on the 75th anniversary of the 
Southbank Centre. Both Chiharu Shiota: The Threads of 
Life and Yin Xiuzhen: Heart to Heart���D�U�H���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�V�è�����U�V�W��
major London surveys, highlighting their explorations 
of installation, memory, and the body in space.
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Tate Galleries

In 2025, the Foundation continued its partnership 
with Tate, funding two exhibitions: Theatre Picasso and 
Turner and Constable. 

Theatre Picasso, on display at Tate Modern from 
September 2025 to April 2026 marked the centenary 
of Picasso’s masterpiece, The Three Dancers (1925). 
The show marked a collaborative effort amongst Tate 
�F�X�U�D�W�R�U�V���Z�L�W�K�����O�P�P�D�N�H�U���D�Q�G���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���D�U�W�L�V�W���:�X��
Tsang, and a multidisciplinary approach to highlight 
Picasso’s interest in dance, music and theatre. The 
�H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���Z�H�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K�����Y�H���V�W�D�U�V���I�U�R�P��The 
Guardian writing that “Pablo tears reality apart in a 
riotous celebration of his raging genius” and from The 
Times: “The artist was attracted to theatre by its glamour 
�D�Q�G���V�H�[�X�D�O���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�æ���W�K�L�V���U�L�Y�H�W�L�Q�J���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�����Y�H��
star tribute that should be kept on display for ever”.

Turner & Constable: Rivals & Originals, running from 
November 2025 to April 2026 at Tate Britain, 
marked the 250th anniversary of the two artists’ 
births. The exhibition allowed viewers to compare 
the two rivals and their different approaches to 
landscape painting. 

The exhibition was very well received with four-star 
reviews from The Guardian writing that: “JMW Turner 
is beaten by John Constable in this mighty show. But 
who cares when the work is so sublime you can hear the 
squelching and smell the river”. The Times also praised 
the show for revealing the artists’ many similarities 
as well as their differences, noting they were both 
fundamentally  “united as Romantics”.
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Courtauld Gallery

Multi-Year Grant

In 2025, the Foundation continued to support its 
long-term partnership with the Courtauld Gallery 
as series Lead Partner, sponsoring Abstract Erotic: 
Alice Adams, Louise Bourgeois, Eva Hesse, which was on 
display from June to September 2025. The exhibition 
displayed sculptures by Louise Bourgeois, Eva Hesse 
and Alice Adams, three pioneering artists of the 
twentieth century who in 1966 produced startling 
new sculptures featured in Lippard’s ground-breaking 
exhibition Eccentric Abstraction. The reiteration of 
the exhibition today highlighted their avant-garde 
exploration of feminism and sexuality through 
visceral, playful, and abstract forms, using materials 
including latex, expanding foam, string, and plaster. 

Abstract Erotic���P�D�U�N�H�G���D���V�L�J�Q�L���F�D�Q�W���F�X�U�D�W�R�U�L�D�O��
milestone for The Courtauld, introducing large-scale 
abstract sculpture in a bold gallery presentation and 
�P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����U�V�W���8�.���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���$�O�L�F�H���$�G�D�P�V�����7�K�H��
exhibition attracted strong and notably younger 
audiences, receiving widespread critical acclaim, 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���I�R�X�U���D�Q�G�����Y�H���V�W�D�U���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���I�U�R�P��The 
Guardian (‘artworks as beguiling as they are compelling’), 
The Times (‘the sensual minimalism of female artists is 
���H�U�F�H�O�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�è�������D�Q�G���7�K�H���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���7�L�P�H�V�����ç�V�H�Q�V�R�U�\����
explorative and experimental’).
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Natural History Museum

In 2025, the Foundation made a grant to the Natural 
History Museum to support the exhibition  Space: Could 
Life Exist Beyond Earth? which opened in May 2025 until 
February 2026. Curated by the Head of Collections and 
Principal Curator of Meteorites, Caroline Smith, the 
exhibition explored why we go to space and the science 
being conducted there. The exhibition displayed 
meteorites from the museum’s 2,000-piece collection, 
including a meteorite from Mars and from the Moon, 
�D�Q�G���O�R�D�Q�V���R�I���U�R�Y�H�U�V�����F�D�S�V�X�O�H�V���D�Q�G���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V��
from space agencies including NASA, ESA, and JAXA.

The popular show, seen by over 165,322 visitors, 
received four stars from Time Out which wrote: “This 
is an elegant and illuminating exhibition, as notable for its 
clear breakdown of the extraterrestrial origins of life on 
our planet as it is for its measured contemplation of the 
�O�L�N�H�O�L�K�R�R�G���R�I���X�V�����Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W���ë��
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Science MuseumVictoria & Albert Museum

In 2025, the Huo Family Foundation supported 
Future of Food, a major exhibition at the Science 
Museum which opened in summer 2025 and runs until 
September 2026. The exhibition explores how science 
and technology are shaping global food production, 
drawing on contemporary research and real-world 
case studies. 

It is expected to attract over 250,000 visitors and is 
accompanied by a wide-ranging public and schools 
programme, including curriculum-linked school visits 
with dedicated gallery guides, community events, 
adult ‘Lates’ evenings, and family-focused Astronights, 
designed to engage audiences in discussions about 
sustainable and equitable food systems.

The Foundation continued its partnership with 
the V&A, supporting Constantinople: One City, Two 
Empires, a major exhibition at the South Kensington 
site exploring the city’s 1,600-year history as the 
imperial capital of both the Byzantine and Ottoman 
empires. Opening in October 2026, the exhibition 
will present outstanding works of art and design 
from across Europe and the eastern Mediterranean, 
�G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���9�	�$�è�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���V�L�J�Q�L���F�D�Q�W��
international loans. 

The exhibition is expected to attract around 180,000 
visitors and will be accompanied by a wide-ranging 
public programme, including events for schools, 
families and adult learners, as well as a scholarly 
publication featuring new research by leading experts.
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London Symphony Orchestra

The Foundation committed to continuing its  
multi-year support for six further concerts across the 
2025/26 and 2026/27 seasons, reinforcing its long-
term commitment to world-class orchestral music and 
public access.

In 2025, the Huo Family Foundation continued its 
partnership with the LSO, supporting three Barbican 
concerts for its 2025-26 season: Shostakovich/
�3�U�R�N�R���H�Y���%�H�H�W�K�R�Y�H�Q�� Rautavaara/Wagner, and 
Bernstein,/Liebermann/Dvo��ák. The season opened with 
a sold-out performance of Shostakovich’s Symphony 
No. 9�����3�U�R�N�R���H�Y�è�V Piano Concerto No. 2 (with Seong-Jin 
Cho) and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5, conducted by 
Sir Antonio Pappano. All 1,876 tickets were sold, and 
the concert received four-star reviews from Bachtrack 
and The Arts Desk, praising the LSO’s playing, Cho’s 
“dramatic and deep”���3�U�R�N�R���H�Y�����D�Q�G���3�D�S�S�D�Q�R�è�V��“high, 
lucid and bright” Beethoven. 

Highlights from the Foundation-supported concerts 
in season 2024/25 included a sold-out performance of 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 4 and Saint-Saëns’ 
Organ Symphony, conducted by Sir Antonio Pappano 
and featuring Yuja Wang and Anna Lapwood. One 
of the LSO’s most widely travelled concerts of the 
season, it subsequently toured to Luxembourg and 
Japan and received strong critical acclaim. 

Alongside artistic excellence, the LSO continued 
to prioritise access and audience development. 
During the 2024/25 season, around 2,000 under-
18s attended evening concerts, and more than 1,800 
people aged 16–25 participated through the Young 
Barbican scheme. 
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Royal Ballet and Opera 

In 2025, the Huo Family Foundation continued 
its partnership with the Royal Ballet and Opera 
through multi-year grants supporting the 2025/26 
and 2026/27 seasons. For the 2025/26 season, the 
Foundation sponsored two operas and one ballet: 
The Nutcracker, Turandot and The Marriage of Figaro, 
celebrating the theatre’s creative excellence and the 
extraordinary talent it assembles across the arts.

In 2024/25, the Royal Ballet and Opera delivered 
470 performances across 56 productions, including 
26 new productions, reaching 629,000 audience 
members at Covent Garden. The organisation 
continued to engage younger audiences, with 19% of 
attendees under 30, while learning and participation 
programmes reached over 144,000 pupils nationwide. 
Initiatives such as Chance to Dance, the Youth Opera 
Company and subsidised schools’ matinees introduced 
thousands of young people to ballet and opera, 
alongside apprenticeships across technical, backstage 
and administrative roles.

The Foundation’s supported productions achieved 
strong audience and critical success. Sir Peter 
Wright’s The Nutcracker reached 99% attendance, 
welcoming 63,936 audience members across the 
31 performances and receiving widespread critical 
acclaim. Andrei �� erban’s landmark production of 
Puccini’s Turandot achieved 98% attendance across 13 
performances and was praised by the Financial Times. 

The 2025/26 season includes new works by Cathy 
Marston and Wayne McGregor, major revivals and the 
launch of RBO Shift, a new festival exploring opera 
and technology. Its education programmes continued 
to expand, reaching over 225,000 children nationwide.
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The Old Vic Donmar Warehouse

The Foundation’s gift to The Old Vic’s Public Fund 
supported the development of two productions: 

Arcadia, on stage from January to March 2026, is a 
play by Tom Stoppard directed by Carrie Cracknell, 
which alternates between 1809 and the present day 
at an English country estate. It follows the brilliant 
Thomasina Coverly as she explores early ideas of 
chaos theory, while modern-day scholars reconstruct 
past events, interweaving love, intellectual ambition, 
and the tension between order and disorder, 
culminating in the revelation of her early death. The 
show received a positive reception with four stars 
from the Financial Times, The Telegraph, and Time Out, 
�D�Q�G�����Y�H���V�W�D�U�V���I�U�R�P��The Standard.

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, which opened on 1 
April and ran until 23 May 2026, is a production of the 
play written by Dale Wasserman based on the 1962 
novel by Ken Kesey. The story is set in a psychiatric 
hospital where Randle P. McMurphy challenges the 
authoritarian regime of Nurse Ratched, exploring 
themes of control and individual freedom, highlighting 
the impact of institutional systems on personal dignity 
and collective resistance.

In 2025, the Foundation continued its partnership 
with the Donmar Warehouse, supporting a season 
that combined new writing with landmark revivals. 
The programme included two world premieres: 
Backstroke by Anna Mackmin and Juniper Blood by 
Mike Bartlett. The Donmar also staged a widely 
praised 30th anniversary production of Patrick 
Marber’s Dealer’s Choice, alongside productions of 
Lynn Nottage’s Intimate Apparel, Jean Genet’s The 
Maids, and J.B. Priestley’s When We Are Married. 

The Donmar’s productions continued to reach 
audiences beyond Covent Garden. The Cherry Orchard 
transferred to St. Ann’s Warehouse in New York, 
with The Maids set to follow in spring 2026. A new 
production of The Fear of 13, which premiered at the 
Donmar in October 2024, opened on Broadway in April 
�������������2�Q���V�F�U�H�H�Q�����W�K�H�����O�P�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I��Macbeth has 
now been seen by over 220,000 people worldwide.

Alongside its artistic programme, the Donmar 
continued to invest in its local community and the next 
generation of theatre-makers, reaching over 6,000 
young people through schools and youth initiatives 
and widening access through its £20 ticket scheme for 
audiences aged 35 and under.
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National Theatre

The Foundation continued its commitment to 
the National Theatre with another grant in 2025, 
supporting two productions: The Land of the Living  
and Man and Boy. 

The Land of the Living, written by David Lan and 
directed by Stephen Daldry, was inspired by the 
experiences of UNRRA workers in post-war  
Germany and follows Thomas, a displaced child  
from Eastern Europe, and Ruth, a UN relief worker,  
as the play explores the long-term personal impact  
�R�I���F�R�Q���L�F�W�����P�H�P�R�U�\���D�Q�G���P�R�U�D�O���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J��
between 1945 and 1990. 

The production was widely praised, receiving  
four stars from the Financial Times and critics 
describing it as “superbly crafted” (The Telegraph)  
and Juliet Stevenson’s performance as “electric”  
(The Independent). 

As a ‘Young Audience Focus’ production, the National 
offered £10 tickets for young people and delivered 
targeted workshops and Q&As, alongside hands-on 
technical opportunities for participants on the Young 
Technicians programme. 100% of participants in the In 
Focus young people’s workshop agreed they had learnt 
something new.

Man and Boy opened in late January and ran until 
March 2026. The play, originally written by Terence 
Rattigan in 1963, was Anthony Lau’s directing debut. 
�7�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���D���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O�����Q�D�Q�F�L�H�U���Z�K�R�V�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��
empire collapses in 1930s London, forcing his teenage 
son to confront the moral cost of his father’s ruthless 
ambition. The play explored themes of capitalism and 
integrity across generations. On the adaptation of the 
play, Time Out wrote: “An extraordinary performance 
from Ben Daniels powers this gloriously unhinged take on 
�7�H�U�H�Q�F�H���5�D�W�W�L�J�D�Q�è�V�����Q�D�Q�F�H���G�U�D�P�D���ë

M
alcolm

 S
inclair (M

ark H
erries), B

en D
aniels (G

regor A
ntonescu) and Leo W

an 
(D

avid B
eeston) in M

an and B
oy at the N

ational T
heatre ©

 M
anuel H

arlan 



Impact Report 2025         42      41        Huo Family Foundation 

Asian American  
Arts Alliance

Whitney Museum of 
American Art

Arts Connection

The Asian American Arts Alliance 
(A4) is dedicated to strengthening 
Asian American artists and cultural 
groups through resource sharing, 
promotion, and community building.

In 2025, the Foundation made a 
grant to support a professional 
development initiative in 2026, a 
Table Dish “ask me anything”–style 
roundtable connecting established 
industry professionals with emerging 
and mid-career artists for candid 
career guidance, or a Portfolio 
Review event offering structured 
feedback and skill-building support 
for visual artists. 

Located between the Chelsea and 
West Village neighborhoods of NYC, 
the Whitney Museum of American 
Art is New York’s primary museum 
of 20th and 21st century American 
art. The collection comprises more 
than 25,000 paintings, sculptures, 
�G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J�V�����S�U�L�Q�W�V�����S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V�������O�P�V����
videos, and artifacts of new media 
by more than 3,500 artists. 

The Foundation is supporting 
the ongoing development of the 
Whitney’s leading teen education 
program, YI Artists. Youth Insights 
(YI) Artists is a free, semester-
long program for NYC high school 
students (9th–12th grade) to  
engage with contemporary art, 
collaborate with peers, and work 
with resident artists.

Arts Connection offers art-centered 
programming to students in NYC 
through in-school and free out-of-
school teen programs.

In 2025, the Foundation made a 
grant to support the in-school arts 
education residency programme at 
PS 124 The Yung Wing School, an 
elementary school in Chinatown.

In 2025, the Foundation launched its Small Grants Scheme, involving the 
next generation of the Huo family members in its philanthropic journey.

Building on the Foundation’s mission of supporting communities and the pursuit of knowledge, 
Yan Huo’s sons have initiated grants to support arts organisations in NYC:

Small Grants Scheme

41        Huo Family Foundation 

Fellowship

M+

�,�Q���������������W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���P�D�G�H���L�W�V�����U�V�W���J�U�D�Q�W���W�R���0������
Hong Kong, supporting the establishment of the 
�+�X�R���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���)�H�O�O�R�Z���D�Q�G���P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���L�W�V�����U�V�W���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S��
in the arts. The four-year postdoctoral fellowship 
will support research and writing for curatorial and 
exhibition projects developed through a long-term 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���0�����D�Q�G���R�Q�H���R�I���)�U�D�Q�F�H�è�V���P�R�V�W��
renowned modern and contemporary art museums.

�%�D�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���0���è�V���F�X�U�D�W�R�U�L�D�O���W�H�D�P�����W�K�H���I�H�O�O�R�Z���Z�L�O�O��
contribute to projects focused on twentieth- and 
�W�Z�H�Q�W�\�����U�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���$�V�L�D�Q���D�U�W�����7�K�L�V���Q�H�Z��
�I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���U�H���H�F�W�V���W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�è�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R��
supporting curatorial research and fostering exchange 
between Asian and Western institutions.
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mentorship, and professional opportunities, we’re helping to build a more inclusive and vibrant arts ecosystem.”

- Alan Huo
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Our partners

Science Arts

Education

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���������������W�K�H���+�X�R���)�D�P�L�O�\���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���R�I���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�I���L�W�V���J�U�D�Q�W���E�H�Q�H���F�L�D�U�L�H�V�����V�K�D�U�L�Q�J��
their stories through the  In Conversation With series. These discussions showcased their vital work and illustrated the 
Foundation’s impact across a range of sectors.

�<�R�X���F�D�Q�����Q�G���W�K�H�V�H��In Conversation 
With interviews conducted with 
�R�X�U���E�H�Q�H���F�L�D�U�L�H�V���L�Q���������������D�O�R�Q�J��
with those of previous years, by 
scanning the QR code. 

Amrit Kaur Purba
HFF Small Pilot Grant Awardee 

Rosina Buckland
Curator of The Japanese 
Collections at The British Museum 

Rupert Cole
�&�X�U�D�W�R�U���R�I���6�F�L�H�Q�W�L���F���,�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V��
at the Science Museum

Abby Rocca
Huo Scholar at Columbia University’s 
Mailman School of Public Health 

Eleanor Winpenny
HFF Small Pilot Grant Awardee 

Megan Fontanella
Curator of Modern Art and  
Provenance at the Guggenheim  
Museum

David Jackson
Vice Chair of The Board, Percussion 
at the London Symphony Orchestra 

Eleanor Nicholas
Associate Assistant Headteacher 
and Teach First Ambassador 

Andrew Przybylski
Professor of Human Behaviour 
and Technology at the Oxford 
Internet Institute

Adrian Locke
Chief Curator of The Royal 
Academy of Arts 

Caroline Smith
Head of Earth Sciences Collections 
and Principal Curator of Meteorites 
at the Natural History Museum
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CEO

Rebecca Stewart 
rebecca@huofamilyfoundation.org

Director of Research 

Gary Wilson
gary@huofamilyfoundation.org

Finance Director

Brett Pachonick 
brett@facultyroad.com 

Financial Controller

Natalie Sawaryn 
natalie@facultyroad.com

Senior Programme O�cer

Julia Drayson
julia@huofamilyfoundation.org

Team Trustees

If you have any questions about the Huo Family 
Foundation, please get in touch. 

Yan Huo

Iris Huo

Nancy Montmarquet

Sam Lowe

Yu Qiao
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$28.2m

Arts

Educat ion

Support  Costs

Smal l  Grants Scheme

Science

2025 Expenditure

National Gallery

Royal Ballet and Opera

Tate Galleries

M+

London Symphony 
Orchestra

National Portrait Gallery

Natural History Museum

Hayward Gallery

National Theatre

Royal Academy of Arts

The Old Vic

Science Museum

Victoria & Albert 
Museum

Donmar Warehouse

Kettle's Yard

Van Gogh Museum

Guggenheim

The Metropolitan  
Museum of Art

Ashmolean Museum

Fudan University

Teach First

Teach For All

Teach for China

Whitney Museum of 
American Art

Arts Connection

 

Asian American Arts 
Alliance 

University of Leeds

Georgia Tech 

University of Cambridge

University of Miami�

University of York�

Queen Mary University  
of London�

Yale University�

Kings College London�

London School of 
Economics�

Durham University

University of 
Birmingham�

University of California, 
Los Angeles�

University of California, 
Berkeley�

 

Boston Children’s 
Hospital 

Columbia University�

Imperial College London

University College 
London

University of California, 
San Diego�



7 Clarges St  
London, W1J 8AE

info@huofamilyfoundation.org

www.huofamilyfoundation.org

Charity number: 1133206 

Printed on 100% 
recycled material


